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The March meeting was very different, our president was on vacation (S. 
Georgia, Jason Bay, temp. 33 F. and wind chill 28 F., some light snow.) so 
you had me as president and in March we had a speaker who does not 
grow orchids!!

You would think not growing orchids would take away from your love and 
joy in finding them in the wild, but, not so. Hal Horowitz must love them 
because his photos were so beautiful and not easy to obtain.  I found that 
a desert can really bloom.

I thanked Hal and his wife for coming, and he said he would send me a 
reliable source for native orchids (not collected), they were on my 
computer the next day! 
Thanks to Hal again to Brenda for bringing us such an interesting 
program.

Looks like we will be having a sale in Crozet in May, so divide your plants, 
stake and label them (2 labels, one with your name and price, one with 
the plant name). If you have a picture of that plant in flower, it does make 
it easier to sell. When you see Dudley, say thanks for getting us this 
venue.  We will have our commercial growers bringing in flowering plants, 
so plan to buy your Mothers day gifts at our table, remember it puts 
money in the speaker fund.

I would like to thank Strange's nursery for the advertising they had on the 
handles of their carts, I have friends who saw that and made it back for 
the show. They were very impressed with the CHAOS display.  Again, 
thanks to Jeff, and everyone for their plants and hard work.

Larry will be home for the next meeting hope to see you all there. There 
will not be a sale table for members. but I will bring the society plants, plus 
some companion plants for sale.

                                                                                       Neale Stuart Merriman

President’s Message



Please remember our meeting place is now at the Church of 
Our Saviour to Our Lady of Peace Retirement 
Community, located at 751 Hillsdale Drive, 
Charlottesville, VA 22901.  Set-up will be at 12 noon with 
the actual meeting starting no later than 1 pm.  We will have 
to clean up and be out of the room by no later than 3:30 pm.

No food will be permitted at this venue.  Drinks for 
refreshments will be permitted so we will still need to 
solicit volunteers to bring drinks only for refreshments. This 
change will make for an easier and faster cleanup.

  Meeting Information

Directions to Our Lady of Peace:  

Coming from Rt. 29, turn onto E. Rio Road, going past 
Albemarle Square on the left and Fashion Square Mall on 
the right, continue east on E Rio Road until you come to 
Hillsdale Drive (red light), turn right on Hillsdale Drive and 
look for Our Lady of Peace on the Left side of the road, 
751 Hillsdale Drive.  Upon entering the compound, turn 
Right and go to the end of the parking lot where it is 
clearly marked for Visitors.  If you are unloading orchid 
displays for the show table etc., you can offload under the 
awning at the front door entrance, and then park in the 
Visitor area. Enter the lobby and go to elevators and go 
Down one floor, turn Left and the meeting room will be 
directly in front of you on the left hand side of the hallway.

March 
Show Table Results

Hobby 3
1st George & Fay Tyler, Den Delicatum
 ‘Dawn’
2nd Alba Shank, Onc Jim-76 x Pacific Bingo
3rd George & Fay Tyler, C Carol Ackerson
HM George & Fay Tyler, Lpts bicolor

Hobby 1
1st Pam Van Brunt, Paph Toni Semple
2nd Pam Van Brunt, Paph Deperle
3rd Pam Van Brunt, Paph (Hsinying Roma
 x (Shadow Master x Tristar)
HM Stella Erickson, Den loddigesii

Super Hobby
1st  Paula Berardi, Ctt Cluster Fire 
 ‘Cinnabar’
2nd  Dudley Miller, Cym Minneken
3rd Dudley Miller, Den (nobile hybrid)
HM Paula Berardi, Strs speciosum 
 ‘Marmorata’

Professional
1st Lee and Neale Merriman, Epi floribunda
 x Enc cordigera
1st Jeff Morris, Den Apollon ‘Spring Dream’
2nd Lee and Neale Merriman, Ascda
 Princess Mikasa
2nd Jeff Morris, Brs Rex ‘Waiomae Spotless’
 FCC/AOS
3rd Jeff Morris, Den Oriental Smile ‘Fantasy’
HM Jeff Morris, Den Himezadura ‘Sanokku’

Thanks to Jeff Morris for the 
Show Table Results!

Photo Credit:  Stella Erickson



April 13, 2014
2:00 pm

Neale Merriman
Miniature Orchids and Companion Plants

May 4, 2014
2:00 pm

Molly Brennan, Brennan Orchids
Phalaenopsis Bright Spring Color

June 8, 2014
2:00 pm

Picnic at Member’s House
Repotting session - Members can bring 
plants for sale.
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Neale Merriman will be speaking on the plants 
she loves, miniature orchids, and the plants she 
grows with them.  Neale started as a genseriad 
grower and judge, but added orchids to her 
collection early on, followed by begonias, ferns 
and succulents.  All the plants are good 
companions to orchids, both in a house and in a 
greenhouse.

April Speaker:  Neale Merriman



Light, the Key to Successful Blooming

Credit: American Orchid Society

 

While there are many factors 
that can trigger blooming in 
orchids; a drop in night 
temperature, increase or 
decrease in day length and even 
sharp restriction in water 
availability, none of these will be 
successful unless your orchids 
have been grown with adequate 
light. For most hobbyists, this 
factor is almost always at the 
heart of the question "Why 
won't my orchids rebloom?" You 
can't work magic or miracles 
and without adequate light 
during the growing season, no 
amount of cajoling with 
decreased nitrogen, abusive cold 
nights, dehydration or similar 
abuse will result in flowering. 

If you have noticed a general decline in the number of your plants that flower, it's highly 
likely that the amount of light you have reaching your growing area has decreased. Don't 
forget that trees and landscaping grow as well and can eventually shade windows. I was 
once asked at a basic orchid culture class why one of the attendee's vandas no longer 
flowered. She explained to me that the first year she had amazing results, somewhat less 
the following year, last season only those on the outside edges bloomed and in the 
present season virtually none had flowered. My answer was she didn't have enough light. 
This prompted her to re-ask the question and insist there was plenty of light as the arbor 
had been especially constructed for her vandas. The second time she rejected my answer 
I asked if she'd trimmed the vines growing on the arbor. When she asked me how I knew 
she had planted vines, I said "you don't have enough light."

The plant on the left has received enough light to produce 
flowers while the one on the right has not.

Note the difference in leaf color.



Light, the Key to Successful Blooming
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So what is adequate light? While the actual levels vary with the genus, in general orchid 
foliage should be a light yellow-green rather than a lush sort of grass green. In addition, 
the leaves of your plants should be firm and stand upright. Even Phalaenopsis which need 
relatively low light will, depending on the genetic background of the plant, hold their 
foliage horizontally or somewhat upright and plants that produce very long, floppy leaves 
are being grown under insufficient light. Think of the leaves being the plant-equivalent of 
solar collectors. The lower the light, the bigger the leaves need to be to gather the same 
amount of light; the heavier the leaves the harder it will be to hold them firm and upright.

There are several ways to gauge the light your plants are receiving and you can't really 
trust your eyes. Our eyes are designed to effectively adjust to the light they receive. Your 
local supermarket may appear to be very brightly lit when, in fact, the actual light level is 
less than 500 foot-candles (Phalenopsis need at least 2-3 times that level for adequate 
growth and flowering) and your office environment is typically about 1/5 of that level. 
While the most accurate way to measure light levels is to purchase a light meter you can 
get a pretty good estimate using just your hand. On a clear day, position yourself so that 
your hand is between your plants and the light source and about 12 inches from the 
leaves and observe the shadow, if any, your hand casts. If you can see no shadow, you 
probably do not have enough light for any orchids with the exception of the jewel orchids 
which are grown more for their leaves than flowers. If the shadow is fuzzy and faint 
(below left) to moderate your light level should be sufficient for Phalaenopsis and 
Paphiopedilum which require less light than most orchids. If the shadow you see is sharp 
(below right), you most likely have sufficient light for all but the highest light-requiring 
orchids like cymbidiums, vandas and ascocendas.



Light, the Key to Successful Blooming
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Don't let anyone tell you that you can't grow a mixed 
collection of orchids. Hobbyists do it all the time. They just 
take advantage of the variation in conditions throughout 
their growing areas. As far as light levels are concerned, 
direct sunlight entering an unshaded window can be as 
high as 4,000 to 8,000 footcandles measured directly at 
the glass while it may only be as low as 500 footcandles 
just inside the shade off to the side of the same window. 
Lower light plants like Paphiopedilum and Phalaenopsis can 
be staged in these shady areas while higher light plants 
like oncidiums and cattleyas can be arranged closer to the 
center and nearer the glass. It just takes a little 
experimentation.

Quality versus Quantity 

Plants need red and blue light and they reflect green. Light 
from the red end of the spectrum is critical for flowering 
while that from the blue end is used in growth. This is 
usually not a problem when plants are grown out-of-doors 

or in a greenhouse unless the greenhouse skin is very old and has yellowed to the point 
that the spectral quality is poor. However, for plants grown under lights, this can be an 
important factor and is the reason that many books recommend a mixture of 50:50 cool-
white and warm-white fluorescent tubes in the light rack. Spectral quality can also be an 
issue if you are growing your plants in a sunroom glazed with bronze or other colored 
glass since these glazing materials may filter out much of the spectrum used by plants.

Duration

Longer is not always better. First, plants need a night just as we do. They are adapted to 
the daily cycle of the sun and different parts of their metabolic cycle are accomplished 
during light and dark periods. In addition, many orchids, especially species, are adapted 
to changes in day length. This is called photoperiodicity. Fall-blooming cattleyas flower as 
day length shortens while spring-blooming ones as day length increases. If these plants 
are grown under conditions of constant day length they may never flower. The old 

Ideally, most orchids should 
have light green foliage.
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cattleya cut-flower growers used this knowledge to time flowering for important holidays 
and it's used today by Poinsettia growers for the Christmas market. Why is this important 
to the hobby grower? It's really quite simple. While a street light outside your greenhouse 
or living room window will produce such little light that being on all night won't matter 
that's not the case for lights in your growing area. If your only choice for a growing area 
is one that is lit late into the night, it would be best to concentrate on those plants like 
Phalaenopsis that flower without regard to day length.

Too Much Light

Unlike too little light whose effects are often insidious, the opposite can be true of too 
much light. Too much light, especially if it's a sudden change usually results in dramatic 
damage (sunburn) in very little time. The first sign of too much light is often yellow 
foliage. If left alone, this yellow foliage will eventually turn white and then dark brown and 
dry as the sunburned area dries out. Plants chronically 
exposed to too much light but not enough to cause 
sunburn will be stunted with yellow, hard foliage. If the 
problem is caught before the chlorophyll has been 
completely destroyed it is often possible to reverse the 
damage. Once white spots or sunken areas have 
appeared, the damage is irreversible and the best thing 
one can do is stop further progression with more shade.

This is one area of orchid culture where you want to make 
changes SLOWLY. Orchids are easily sunburned if light 
levels rise too fast. When moving plants around, 
especially when bringing them outdoors after winter, err 
on the side of excess shade. Make changes when you are 
going to be home and can watch the plants. Feel the 
leaves. The palm of your hand is about 93F. If they are 
hot to the touch, the leaf temperature is well about 95F 
and serious damage can occur in very little time.

Too much sunlight will burn an 
orchid's leaves.



Charlottesville 
Orchid Society

Join us for a CHAOS Meeting !!!

CHAOS invites you to join us as our Guest because you enjoy orchids!

What’s in it for you:

• Speakers who address multiple topics of interest related to orchids 
and growing them

• A show table that allows you to see (and smell!) blooming orchids 
grown by our members, AND discussion by experienced orchid 
growers about how those orchids grow and thrive

• Networking with friendly and welcoming people who enjoy orchids 
and plants, and grow orchids in their own greenhouses or in 
homes

• Frequent options to purchase beautiful orchids to grow yourself
• A raffle in which you may win an orchid plant for as little as $1.00
• The option of joining our organization as a member yourself

When:  Usually the second Sunday of each month, September through 
June, from 1:00 - 3:30 PM.  Check our website (http://
cvilleorchidsociety.com/ ) to confirm a date.

Where:  Our Lady of Peace Retirement Community, located at 751 
Hillsdale Drive, Charlottesville, VA 22901

                      Hope to see you at our next meeting !
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